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who graduated in 1899.  Louise Krauss Ament was
well known throughout St. Louis.  

When David Francis, Administrator of the World's
Fair, needed to hire medical and nursing staffs for the
Emergency Hospital on the Fair grounds, he appoint-
ed Louise Krauss Ament to the position of
Superintendent of Nursing.

The Fair Hospital was located with the model mod-
ern village in Forest Park, with the Hospital just east
of the present Missouri Historical Society buildings.  It
was a state-of-the-art hospital and nurses attending
the Fair included a tour of this building as a priority.
While they were there, Louise Krauss Ament had the
opportunity to talk with them about the benefits of
organizing professional nursing. The Third District,
Missouri Nurses Association was one of the organiza-
tions that came of this; the other was the Lutheran

This year, 2005, marks a century of caring by the
Alumni of the Lutheran School of Nursing, St. Louis,
Missouri.  It is an alumni association that had its
beginnings at the St. Louis World's Fair in 1904.
Louise Krauss Ament was the inspiration for these
early graduates.  

In 1898 Louise Krauss Ament graduated from
Rebecca Hospital School of Nursing in St. Louis.  Her
first nursing position was at Rebecca Hospital, where
she gained a reputation as a skilled and competent
surgical nurse.  One of the medical doctors trans-
ferred his practice to Lutheran Hospital and request-
ed Louise Krauss Ament as his assistant in surgery.
She became Superintendent at Lutheran Hospital,
which then had 30 beds for patients.  Only five
months after her own graduation she started the
Lutheran School of Nursing with six student nurses,

St. Louis Lutheran Hospital and the School of Nursing Alumni

Nurses’ Residence at Potomac & Texas Streets, St. Louis, Mo.

by Dr. Marilyn Rubin, Nursing Alumni
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